Acocks (areen \/i“age

your environment to be how you would like to it?

\/\/e” n Acocks Green, our group of volunteers has
1seized the nettle’ to excuse the pun and we have used

Britain in Bloom as our catalyst to dojust that.

Last year, Sandg the Manager of the Acocks Grecn
B]D raised some funds from the Community [irst
Funding and we entered ‘Bloom’ for the first time with
on]g a couple of months to prepare. Wc took over two of

the island beds which the council were going to cover over.

The theme for 2012 was sowing wild flowers and P]ants with single flowers to l—xelp our ai!ing bee
Popu]ation and, with this in mind, we Planted Perennia!s and annuals which had the desired effect.
We also P!antecl anywherc that the council did not.

Bloomis notjust about flowers, itis about Pride of P!acc and we quicklg communicated with anyone who
could hclP us with our aims: | ocal councillor John (' Shea liaised with the council to rePair the wall on the
corner of Woodcock | ane
which had beenina clamagecl

state for a !ong time.

We contacted Countrywicle

who repaired the wall which
had fallen down by Dixons
and tlﬁeg ob]iged us also by

adl) e e stripping out the wall at the
Oxford Road -before after top of Oxford Road which

had been a clumPing site for all manner of items, inc!ucling car Parts, general bottles and cans and a futon!

2 \/\/e contacted Lac”)roice's
& Lead office to inform them that
% ; tiles had fallen off the front of

. their sl—\op and theg sentouta

contractor to reP!ace them.

X R?Fp ltad
BN NUNT‘; P We contacted BT to ask

them to clean their Phonc

boxes inside and out.

| adbrokes ~ before after

We gaincd Bronze in 2012, we now want to better this!
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Mallard Close waste grounc] in2012 Mallard Community Orchardin 2013

This year, we have had more time but we had a mammoth task ahead of us. Ged Hughes one of our
Bloom team had contacted the managing estate agent for the derelict Piece of land in Mallard Close next
to Holg Souls Frimar3 School. We thought transrorming this would be a doddle -just take off the turf,

geta rotavator in and it would be done.

T he rubble and clumpecl rubbish took months to extract. Fina”y, when we had clug it over many times, one
of ourvolunteers Michael Armstrong built a round herb bed and brick eclgecl Path which we added gravel

to walk on as well as around the Perimeter.

The Communitg Orchard fits in well with the theme
for this year's Britain in Bloom - |~ dible Britain.

| ondon has an [~ dible Bus Stop, Acocks (Green
has an |~ dible shoPPing centre!

% ]:or the fruit trees and all other items, we were

o~ fortunate to obtain funds from the Folice FroPertg

Ac’c and a cheque was Presentecl to us by Sergeant
Maric I:e”ows. We held a ’Big Dig‘ event here in

March when received some fruit trees and a jam
heége' from Foocl Forest Brum and ourlocal
Sgt FCHOWS Prcsents cl'acque from FFA I:unds 'Founc[stretcl-ier‘ shoP also suPP!iecl another fruit tree.

The local Wea’cl—]erspoon’s Pub ’The Spread Eagie‘ and the 1Swan | rio’ shoP suPPliecl us with ample

refreshments and we Plantecl our first fruit trees at the event, in spite of the rain.

We also held an event to herald the RHS E_clib]e Pritain 2013 launch in APril when we sowed some of
the free seeds su PPlied 133 the RHS together with other herbs and fruit bushes.

[n Julg we saw the start of the Painting of a mural on an acﬁacent wall ecl'loing the features of the orchard
including the meandering Pat!’l and fruit trees. This is being Painted Eg f"‘lannarx Brown, a PuPi] of the
local Archbishop Hsleg school. We have been amazed at her diligence seeing her sit for hours Painting

every minute detail.



This has trulg been a communitg Projcct Harmalﬂ has framed her mural with a huge heart.

As Marg For’cas says our shopping centres are the heart of the communitg and give Pcople a sense of

belonging.

Frcpan'ng the ground for mixture of Pcrcnials and annuals on the Flowcrbcds on (Central ]sland.

We have now turned our attention to the main island beds, and this sPring, nature has saved us some time

and effort bg self seecling Forget me nots in one of the main island beds.

Forgct-mc-nots , self-seeded on Central |sland Predominant red Planting around our War Memorial

outside the library

The librarg was due to close for roof rePairs but this has been c{elagccl and therefore we have on]g

rcccntlg put more effort into this area, Planting around the war memorial.

We decided for visual aPPcal, we would putup hanging baskets outside the local Public houses, not on|3
brightening up the vi”agc but we feel thcg are good for business.



5
5

Miclc hanging baskets at the Red Lion Pub

thn entering any shoPPing centre, it has to be visua“g attractive to entice new PeoPle so we put in
Planters under the Welcomc to Acocks (Green signs and when entering the village from Ol’con, Peop]e will
also see the repaired wall on the corner of Wooclcock Lane with Plants having a white and blue colour our

statement to say that visitors are now entering Birmingham.

| ast year a new Project involved Planting up of the raised bed on the central reservation near to Ho]g

SOU!S Church. We Plantecl cistus, lavender, aubrietia, alcemella mollis, hardg geraniums and veronica.

\/\/e received some Funcling froma Communitg I:irstgrant to Purchase many of the Plants.

Central reservation with raised bed in distance Villagc in Bloom stall at Acocks Green Carnival,

with some local supporters

We have also been involved with a table top sale at St Marg's Church, received donations from a dentist
and a Pub!ic house and attended the Acocks (areen Carniva! where we raffled a l'manging basket and
Promotecl Britain in Bloom. FeoP]e were drawn to the clisp!ag of the Acocks (Green [Hoard and some

showed interest in becoming volunteers.

We” after all ’chis, we I'IOPC we have shown that the Acocks Green Bloom team has tried and at least
Par’cia“g succeededin shaping our surroundings not onlg to suit our rcquircmcnts but to ensure it entices

Peoplc to shop in Acocks (areen vi”agc



